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TAGS: ETRD, EAGR, EEC 

SUBJECT: BRITISH SUGGESTIONS ON HOW TO HANDLE AGRICULTURE IN THE MTNS 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 4, DENMAN, DEPUTY SECRETARY IN THE BRITISH MINISTRY 
OF TRADE AND THE BRITISH DELEGATE TO THE EC ARTICLE 1 13 COMMITTEE, 
INTRODUCED TO AMBASSADOR GREENWALD HIS SUCCESSOR, ROBIN W. GRAY. 
(DENMAN, WHO HAS BEEN VERY COOPERATIVE IN REPORTING TO US ON 
ARTICLE 113 COMMITTEE DEVELOPMENTS, HAS BEEN PROMOTED TO SECOND 
PERMANENT SECRETARY IN THE CABINET OFFICE.) DENMAN AND GRAY WERE 
ACCOMPANIED BY JOHN DAVIS, UNDER SECRETARY IN THE UK MINISTRY 

OF AGRICULTURE. 

2. THE BRITISH ARE UNEASY ABOUT THE SEPTEMBER 22 MEEETING OF THE 
GATT MTN AGRICULTURE GROUP. THEY FEAR A REPETITION OF THE STALEMATES 
WHICH HAVE OCCURRED PREVIOUSLY. THEY EXPRESSED A WORRY THAT THE 

US POSITION WAS HARDENING FROM THE PREVIOUS COMPROMISE ARRANGEMENTS 
AND THAT AS A RESULT, THE COMMUNITY POSITION WAS ALSO HARDENING. 

THEY SUGGESTED THAT NEW APPROACHES WERE NEEDED. IN THEIR 
OPINION, IT WAS NECESSARY TO AVOID A STALEMATE 
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SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS THE PROCEDURAL ISSUES WOULD APPEAR 
LESS IMPORTANT AND PROCEDURAL OBJECTIONS WOULD EVENTUALLY 
PASS AWAY. THEY ADVANCED A PROPOSAL WHICH WAS 
OBVIOUSLY A CONSIDERED BRITISH POSITION. THEIR 
SUGGESTION WAS THE DISCUSSION OF NTBS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE 
BE HANDLED AS FOLLOWS: NATIONAL NOTIFICATIONS ON NTB 
PROBLEMS COULD BE ADDRESSED DIRECTLY TO GATT DIRECTOR 
GENERAL LONG. LONG COULD THEN ISSUE A CALL FOR A MEETING 
OF EXPERTS TO DISCUSS THOSE NTB ISSUES WHICH HAD SO FAR 
NOT BEEN SATISFACTORILY HANDLED. (SINCE THE NTB/GROUP 
WILL HAVE ALREADY DISCUSSED THE INDUSTRIAL NTBS, THE MEETING 
OF EXPERTS WOULD CONSEQUENTLY ADDRESS ITSELF PRINCIPALLY 
TO NTBS AFFECTING AGRICULTURAL GOODS.) THE MEETING OF 
EXPERTS WOULD NOT BE HELD UNDER THE AEGIS OF THE 
AGRICULTURAL GROUP OR THE NTB GROUP. THE EXPERTS COULD 
CONDUCT A COMPLETE EXAMINATION AND ISSUE A REPORT WHICH 
COULD THEN BE CONSIDERED BY ANY OF THE MTN GROUPS WHICH 
WISHED TO CONSIDER THE REPORT. 

3. AMBASSADOR GREENWALD SAID THAT THIS SOUNDED SIMILAR TO 

THE PREVIOUS PROPOSAL THAT THE AGRICULTURE AND NTB/TARIFF GROUPS 
SET UP JOINT SUB-GROUPS. DENMAN REPLIED THAT HE DOUBTED 
THAT THE COMMUNITY WOULD ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL FOR JOINT 
SUB-GROUPS BUT HE FELT THAT DESPITE FRENCH OBJECTIONS. THE 
COMMUNITY COULD BE PERSUADED TO ACCEPT THE "HEADLESS MEETING" 
PROPOSAL OUTLINED ABOVE. 

4. DENMAN WAS PLEASED TO HEAR THAT HIJZEN AND RABOT WOULD BE 
SHORTLY HOLDING DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON. HE DESCRIBED 
HIJZEN AS A "SENSIBLE CHAP" AND SUGGESTED THAT THE UNITED 
STATES DISCUSS THE BRITISH IDEAS WITH HIM. 

5. DENMAN. GRAY AND DAVIS WERE ALL OUTSPOKEN ABOUT THE 
NEED TO AVOID BEING BOGGED DOWN ON PROCEDURAL ISSUES AND 
THE NECESSITY TO USE IMAGINATION IN ORDER TO GET THE DIS- 
CUSSIONS ON TO SUBSTANTIVE POINTS. THOUGH THEY COULD NOT 
GUARANTEE THAT THE COMMUNITY WOULD GO ALONG WITH THE 
"HEADLESS MEETING" SUGGESTION, THEY FELT THERE WAS A GOOD 
CHANCE IF SUCH AN IDEA WERE ACCEPTABLE TO THE UNITED STATES. 
GREENWALD 
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